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Memorandum

TO: Inspectors-at—Large/ /&%/Ww

FROM: Ron Harris
DATE: April 10, 2000
RE: CMSP Amendment for Highwall Miners

Reference 56-8-5, 56-8-8, 56-8-9

As mentioned in the staff meeting on 4-3-00 and with the safety
instructors on 3-31-00 concerning Comprehensive Safety Program
requirements for highwall miners you will find the minimum CMSP
amended requirements for surface mines that are utilizing highwall
miners. Have these amendments included in all initial CMSP
highwall plans, and upon the annual evaluation of all existing plans.

RLH:ks
Attachments

cc:  Gary Ball
Tyrone Coleman
Doug Conaway
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HIGHWALL MINERS.

Mapping - Requirementy, Record Keeping.

1. Mine maps shail be made or certified by an engineer or surveyor registered in the State of West
Virginia,

2. Nwdmﬁﬁmﬂnﬁmﬁaum&wmemum.mmmmofmch
workings, on a scals of not less than one hundred, and not more than five hundred feet to the inch. The
map of such mine shall show:

(a) Name and address of the mine;

(b) The scale and orientation of the map;

(¢) All drill holes that penctyate the coal bed being mined;

(d) Contour lines passing through wholc number elevations of the coal bed being mined, the
spacing of such lines not to exceed ten-foot elovation levels, except that a broader spacing of
contour lines may be approved for steeply-pitching coal beds by the person authorized to do so
under the foderal act; and contour lines may be plsced on overlays or tracings attached
0 mine maps,

(¢) mkmwnundammdwldnpinﬂnmwdbedmthndjoininspmpuﬁawhhinm
thousand feet of such mine workings and projections;

(f) The location of any body of water dammed in the mine or held back in any portion of the mine,
butsuchbodiucfmmybeshownmmrhysorminumlwdwthcnﬁnempsw
to show contour lines;

(8) The location and description of at least two permanent base line points coordinated with the
undauoundmdm&ecmiumm,anddnlouﬁmmdduaipﬁonofulmtwo
permancut elevation bench marks used in connection with establishing or referencing mine
elevation surveys;

(h) Mines above or below;

(i) Water pools above;

() The location of the principal streams and bodies of water on the surface;

(k) Either producing or abandouned oil and gas wells located within five hundred foet
of such mine and any underground area of such mine;

(1) The location of all high pressure pipelines, high-voltage power lines and principal
roads;

»

R
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(m) mw«mmmmbucmmynmwum.mm
buﬂ&nyofapemmmﬂmwithidmﬁfyingmahawn;

(n) thuomburdmhluatﬂanmhuudredfeﬁ,oocupiaddwcﬂinp,md

(0) Suohothetinfonmﬂmumybenqﬂmdunduthem”torbythewvomec
of Miners’ Health, Safety and Training,

3 ~Theopuuorofeveryhi;hw-llminushﬂadmd.amwbemwnded,onorbeforetheﬁmdnyof
Mamhmdmorbcfondnﬁmdayofsmofmhyw.mhmimmthemfmmmﬂy
d:owﬂnepmgreuofthomldwudﬂhoﬁmduyoﬁulymdﬂw first day of January of each year.
Such map shall be kept up to date by temporary notations.

4. All other applicable requiremcets set forth in Chapter 224, Asticle 2, Soction 1 shall be complied with.

s, mmmrmhmmumdwmmuamum
mmwmom«mmwmmw. o h

Proximity to Underground Workings.

1 Hishmﬂmhhgshmﬂn«becmﬁwwdhdmepmximnymwﬁwunammumwomwmﬁe
warki:ooordimwdwithunundemwndphnorworkiw. Highwall mining should not be conducted
saasto: (1) di:mptﬁnvenﬁhtioulymofdwacﬁveunduwo\mdmina.a) create inundation
hlnrdnoa.ctiveundavoundminu.M(B)uwdnmemd\cmofmdribwfuﬁwand
underground roadways.

2. mememwmmmmmor-Ww
muhdnngemusquanﬁﬁaofmddm.wwd&mmchmuadumﬂed
wﬁﬁmmmwymmmmpmuﬁmhwbuukmwwmewpm.

Geaeral Precautions.

1. Highwall mining plans should be formulated to minimize the possibility of the unplanned collapse of
partitions between the miner holes.

2. Pmofmmmmmmmwwsupmmmwmmm
operations are being performed.

3. Highwalls must be safely constructed to minimize danger to workers by techniques such as: (1) pre-
splitting walls during blasting; (2) angle the wall if necessary, (3) provide overhead safcty benches
whueneeded;and(d)muringaﬂloosddmammiah, such as rocks, brows and overhangs,
vertical fault seam separations, etc., are scaled from the wall.

4. Thnba:cblﬂootof!hebmhonwhichthchighwm miner is being used must be of sufficient width to
safely opernto all equipment used during the mining process.

5. Nommmmmuuwmmemmu@mmmguumgmm.
6. AMuunmaMbcuhmmmnywddmbdngthxmintompmionmangﬂwsquwﬁﬁu.
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7. Dmlimulnnbempimudy,pmmduuummwtheamwhcnhighwmnﬁnh.isbdu
8. Canplmdholashlubebbckeduﬁthhighwanlpoﬂwauﬁninnmhcightofme(l)ﬁmabovemc
mdbednndmwithinmthwund(l,OOO)ﬁuolmacﬁveworﬁm.

9. Adqmpmmﬁmsbaﬂbehkwtoinmeqaimmmhoﬁmdmywhmmyhighmnnﬁm
openings are not blocked with highwall spoil.

Highwall Miner Operation.

1. Partitions of coal between the highwall miner openings shall not be recovered by other methods of
WM&WW&&MM&M@&M'MWM
Taining.

2. No smoking or open flames shall be permitted within 50 foct of highwall miner openings. No smoking
signs shall be conspicuousty posted in the pit where the highwall miner is operating or in pits where
open highwall miner openings arc proseat.

3. The operstor shall not leave the controls while the highwall miner is being operated. Before leaving the

mh&rmmmmwphumhhmmpaiﬁmnddewm
controls to prevent accidental activation of equipment by persons other than the operator.

4. No miner shall work under suspended tools equipment or machinery. Where needed, tag lines shall be
used o guide machinery into place.

3. Adequate illumination shall be provided for all work arcas of the highwall miner when operated in
darkness or low visibility conditions.

6. Pummubepcwofﬂnooﬂmwymmwhﬂchnmﬁmmdsbaﬂmcmoverorpus
under the conveyance system except where suitable crossing facilitics are provided. Persons shall keep
clear of conveyance system sections being swung, lowerod, or loaded into position.

7. A positive audible or visible warning system shall be installed and operated to warn persons that
conveyor equipment is to be started.

8. Unguarded conveyors with walkways shall be equipped with emergency stop devices as approved by
the Diroctor.

9. Good visibility shall be provided for the highwall miner operator to the launch area of the machine.

10. Twmycmuﬂuﬁm'muhpmmwrkmwmmmhmmmemwm
operator.
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Maethane and Oxygen.

1.

WMMMMMWENMMWWMWWW
mmw«mmmmmmwmmmmmw

wmmmmmm«mmmmmuwmw

Nomﬂmqmmmummmwmm.

wmmuwm.miuemmhmpmmmmmw
Director.

In each highwall mimmﬁuuhﬂbamqmﬁﬁdhhmnnduwdpmiuibhmm
safety lamp or other approved cxygen detecting/measuring dovice.

Tmﬁroxygmdeﬂcimymnbemuwithummmoﬂuma&tyhmpaahumm
IppmedbytheDhechranddlmﬁorm:hﬂbewMumdwhhmuppmMmhm
detector,

Whmuhi;hwnnmhuopeuingmuuumahmdmedormimdwtmofmundumm
mhmwmd@ﬁdmymnbemadeuﬂwmmoﬁhehdebyaqumﬁ«ﬂm
mhgnwm&ﬁmwmﬁmmquwmwmdeﬁdmmm
present or being emitted. umaummﬁmmmmummwmmmm
been made safe.

}ﬁghmnmmmnbequippedwhhmiwﬁngdwimmmemimwhichwmummaopmm
when methane levels reach 1.0% concentrations. The mouitoring device shall have the capability of de-
encrgizing the miner when methane levels reach 2.0%.

Inspections.

1.

WmmmmwmmmmmmwmmMmh
machine is in & safe operating condition and all safety equipment is provided.

The face of all highwalls, foradiﬂnceofonehundred(lﬂﬂ)ﬂaonbothsidaofmhbiglmﬂmiw
omwngmimmubempxmdbytbhighmﬂmiuropmmrmdtheﬁommbdbmmy
mining operation is performed. Anlmunmmﬂdmumnovedfmmthehighwaﬂbefon
any work is performed in the area.



